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Security Analysis Report: North Korea (March
13-20, 2026)

Executive Summary

During the period of March 13-20, 2026, North Korea demonstrated a continued
aggressive posture, marked by significant military provocations and a hardening of its
strategic doctrine. Pyongyang conducted a major ballistic missile launch, firing twelve
short-range ballistic missiles (SRBMs) on March 14, explicitly linking these tests to its
tactical nuclear weapons capabilities and ongoing US-South Korea military exercises.
Concurrently, North Korea strengthened its diplomatic and economic ties with China,
resuming passenger train services, while the US Intelligence Community reiterated
concerns about North Korea's expanding nuclear arsenal and illicit cyber activities.
The redeployment of US missile defense assets from South Korea to the Middle East
also introduced potential vulnerabilities in regional air defense, which North Korea is
likely monitoring closely.

Key Security Developments

¢ Ballistic Missile Launches and Tactical Nuclear Doctrine

On March 14, North Korea launched twelve 600mm Short-range Ballistic Missiles
(SRBMs) into the East Sea/Sea of Japan from an area near Pyongyang. This was the
third ballistic missile test in 2026 and was explicitly stated by leader Kim Jong Un to
be a response to ongoing US-South Korean military drills. Kim Jong Un personally
observed the drill, emphasizing that these weapons serve as a means of "deterring
war" but are also capable of delivering "massive, destructive strikes" with tactical
nuclear weapons. This event underscores North Korea's commitment to its declared
policy of using tactical nuclear weapons for both deterrence and potential first-strike
scenarios in a localized conflict.

¢ Naval Modernization and Cruise Missile Tests

Earlier in March, specifically on March 4 and 10, North Korea conducted strategic
cruise missile launches from its Choe Hyon-class destroyer. These tests coincided with
US-South Korean combined military exercises. North Korea is actively developing
larger Destroyers (DDGs) and increasing the missile carrying capacity of its surface
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combatants, aiming to build a "green-water navy" and further disperse its nuclear
arsenal. This indicates a strategic shift towards enhancing its sea-based strike
capabilities as a component of its broader nuclear deterrent.

* Russian Technological Support for Naval Development

Analysis of the Choe Hyon-class destroyer reveals significant similarities with existing
Russian technology, including the use of a "cold launch" method for its vertical launch
system (VLS) cells and the presence of a Pantsir-M naval air defense system on its aft.
These findings strongly suggest that North Korea is receiving Russian technological
support and military equipment for the production of its advanced naval vessels. This
cooperation is critical for North Korea's ambition to develop a more capable surface
fleet.

* US Missile Defense Redeployment from South Korea

The US Forces Korea (USFK) redeployed Patriot PAC-3 and Terminal High Altitude Area
Defense (THAAD) anti-missile systems from South Korea to the Middle East. This
relocation, which began with Patriot PAC-3 interceptors on March 5, could create
temporary gaps in South Korea's integrated air missile defense (IAMD) architecture,
potentially compromising its multi-layered coverage against North Korean missile
strikes. South Korea opposed this move, viewing it as part of a broader US effort to
shift USFK's operational role beyond the Korean Peninsula.

e Formalization of "Two Hostile States" Doctrine

North Korea's 9th Party Congress (February 19-26, 2026) formally enshrined a
"permanently hostile relationship" with South Korea in the Workers' Party of Korea
(WPK) charter. This move institutionalizes a fundamental break from previous
inter-Korean policy, defining South Korea as an adversary and explicitly rejecting
inter-Korean dialogue and cooperation. Kim Jong Un declared that North Korea has
"absolutely nothing to discuss with South Korea, the most hostile entity."

* Emphasis on Irreversible Nuclear Status and Expansion

During the 9th Party Congress, Kim Jong Un unequivocally stated that North Korea's
position as a nuclear weapons state is "irreversible and permanent" and
non-negotiable. Pyongyang outlined a long-term plan to strengthen its national
nuclear force annually, focusing on increasing the number of nuclear weapons and
expanding their means of deployment and operational spaces. This includes efforts to
establish another leg of the nuclear triad and develop expanded land and sea-based
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) complexes.

* Resumption of China-North Korea Passenger Train Services

On March 12, North Korea and the People's Republic of China (PRC) resumed
passenger train operations between Beijing and Pyongyang for the first time since the
COVID-19 pandemic. Air China also announced the resumption of flights between the
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two capitals on March 30. This resumption signals a thaw in bilateral ties and is seen
as North Korea's effort to diversify its revenue streams by attracting PRC tourists,
potentially securing over $175 million annually if tourism returns to pre-pandemic
levels.

* North Korean IT Worker Infiltration and Cybercrime

A joint report released on March 18 by Flare and IBM X-Force detailed how North
Korean IT workers are infiltrating organizations worldwide as remote contractors and
full-time employees. These operatives extract financial resources and sensitive
information for the regime, highlighting a sophisticated and centrally organized
strategy for revenue generation. Separately, North Korean hackers, identified as the
Lazarus Group, targeted the cryptocurrency e-commerce platform Bitrefill in an attack
on March 1, accessing approximately 18,500 purchase records containing sensitive
user data. This underscores North Korea's continued reliance on illicit cyber activities
to circumvent sanctions and fund its weapons programs.

* US Intelligence Community Threat Assessment

The Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) released its 2026 Annual
Threat Assessment of the U.S. Intelligence Community (IC) on March 18. The report
identifies North Korea, alongside China, Russia, and lran, as a strategic competitor
and potential adversary to the United States. It highlights North Korea's commitment
to expanding its nuclear arsenal and developing strategic weapons programs,
including missiles capable of evading US and regional missile defenses. The
assessment also notes the growing partnership between North Korea and Russia.

* North Korea's Support for Russia in Ukraine

The 2026 Annual Threat Assessment also confirmed that North Korea's partnership
with Russia is growing, with Pyongyang providing munitions, missiles, and thousands
of combat troops to support Russia's war against Ukraine. Since 2024, North Korea
has transferred a total of 33,000 containers of weapons to Kursk Oblast, Russia, and
deployed over 11,000 troops to support combat operations in the region. This military
support has reportedly increased North Korean capabilities as its forces gain combat
experience and equipment.

Geopolitical Impact and Regional Dynamics

North Korea's recent actions and policy declarations have significant implications for
regional stability and relations with major powers. The formalization of a "permanently
hostile relationship" with South Korea, coupled with explicit rejections of inter-Korean
dialogue, solidifies a dangerous new baseline for inter-Korean relations, increasing the
risk of miscalculation and escalation. Pyongyang's unwavering commitment to its

Open Source Intelligence — For Analytical Use — 4 — 2026-03-20



SecurityStudies.info NORTH KOREA — Security Analysis

nuclear status, as articulated at the 9th Party Congress, directly challenges the
long-standing denuclearization goals of the United States, South Korea, and Japan.
This stance is further reinforced by the ongoing US/Israel conflict with Iran, which
North Korea likely views as validation for its nuclear program as a guarantor of regime
survival.

The growing alignment between North Korea, China, and Russia is a critical
development. The resumption of passenger train services with China signals Beijing's
efforts to re-engage Pyongyang economically and potentially regain some leverage
amid North Korea's deepening ties with Russia. However, North Korea's substantial
military support to Russia in Ukraine, including weapons transfers and troop
deployments, demonstrates a robust and mutually beneficial strategic partnership
that concerns the US and its allies. This trilateral cooperation among revisionist
powers poses a collective challenge to US interests and regional security, as
highlighted by the US Intelligence Community.

The redeployment of US missile defense assets from South Korea to the Middle East
has introduced a new dynamic, potentially creating temporary gaps in South Korean
air defenses. While North Korea may not immediately exploit this, it could weaken US
extended deterrence signaling and reduce the operational readiness of combined
forces, potentially emboldening Pyongyang in its provocations. The Japan-U.S. summit
during this period, which reaffirmed the commitment to North Korea's complete
denuclearization, underscores the continued allied efforts to counter Pyongyang's
nuclear and missile threats, but the divergence in approaches (US openness to
dialogue vs. North Korea's conditions) remains a significant hurdle.

Military and Defense Analysis

North Korea's military posture continues to be characterized by an aggressive
modernization program focused on enhancing its nuclear and missile capabilities. The
recent launch of twelve 600mm SRBMs, observed by Kim Jong Un, highlights the
regime's emphasis on tactical nuclear weapons as a core component of its deterrence
strategy. These systems are designed for counterforce attacks and are intended to
prevent the escalation of conventional conflict into full-scale war. The development of
these large-sized rocket launchers blurs the lines between artillery and ballistic
missiles, with North Korea claiming some are nuclear-capable.

The focus on developing a "green-water navy" with larger destroyers (DDGs) capable
of carrying more missiles, including strategic cruise missiles, indicates an effort to
diversify and disperse its nuclear arsenal across various launch platforms. The
apparent Russian technological assistance in this naval development, particularly for
the Choe Hyon-class destroyer, is crucial for North Korea to achieve its ambitious
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naval modernization goals within its five-year plan. Furthermore, North Korea is
accelerating its domestic Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) programs and integrating
Al-enabled unmanned systems into its military modernization, suggesting a push for
advanced, asymmetric capabilities.

Defense spending trends are not explicitly detailed in the provided news, but the
continuous development and testing of advanced weapons systems, coupled with the
long-term plan to annually strengthen the national nuclear force, imply significant and
sustained investment in military capabilities. The deployment of over 11,000 troops to
Russia and the transfer of 33,000 containers of weapons to Kursk Oblast since 2024
also indicate a substantial commitment of resources to its strategic partnership with
Russia, potentially yielding combat experience and equipment upgrades for North
Korean forces.

Outlook and Forecast

Short-term trends (1-3 months): In the immediate future, North Korea is highly likely
to continue its pattern of military provocations, particularly in response to ongoing or
future US-South Korea military exercises. We can anticipate further missile tests,
potentially including cruise missiles from naval platforms or new developments in its
tactical nuclear arsenal. The resumption of passenger train services with China
suggests a cautious re-opening of economic engagement, and we may see further
steps towards expanding tourism or other trade with China. However, the "two hostile
states" doctrine means inter-Korean relations will remain severely strained, with little
to no prospect for dialogue. North Korea will also likely continue its illicit cyber
activities to generate revenue, targeting cryptocurrency platforms and infiltrating
global IT companies.

Critical flashpoints and risk areas: The primary flashpoint remains the Korean
Peninsula, where any perceived escalation by the US and South Korea, particularly
during military drills, could trigger a disproportionate response from North Korea. The
temporary gaps in South Korea's air defense due to US asset redeployment could be a
calculated risk area, though North Korea currently has little incentive for direct missile
strikes to exploit it. The hardening of North Korea's nuclear doctrine, including the
potential for tactical nuclear weapon use in a localized conflict, significantly raises the
stakes of any confrontation. The growing military cooperation with Russia also
presents a risk of technology transfer that could further enhance North Korea's
weapons programs.

Indicators to monitor: Key indicators to monitor include the frequency and type of
North Korean missile tests, particularly any advancements in solid-propellant SRBMs,
submarine-launched capabilities, or hypersonic missiles. Observing the extent of
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economic re-engagement with China, especially in tourism and trade, will be crucial
for understanding North Korea's revenue generation strategies. Any further evidence
of Russian military technology transfer or increased North Korean troop deployments
to Russia should be closely watched. Statements from North Korean state media
regarding its nuclear doctrine, particularly any shifts in its "no-first-use" policy or
explicit threats of tactical nuclear use, will be critical. Monitoring the effectiveness of
US-South Korea-Japan trilateral security cooperation in deterring North Korean
provocations is also vital.

Strategic recommendations: Given North Korea's entrenched nuclear status and
hostile stance towards South Korea, a multi-pronged approach is necessary. First,
strengthening integrated missile defense capabilities in South Korea and Japan,
potentially through indigenous development or enhanced allied cooperation, is
paramount to mitigate vulnerabilities. Second, maintaining a robust deterrence
posture through combined military exercises, while simultaneously exploring avenues
for conditional dialogue with North Korea that acknowledge its nuclear reality without
legitimizing it, could be a pragmatic diplomatic path. Third, intensifying international
efforts to counter North Korea's illicit cyber activities and IT worker fraud is essential
to cut off critical revenue streams funding its weapons programs. Finally, closely
monitoring and strategically responding to the deepening North Korea-Russia military
alliance is crucial to prevent further proliferation and destabilization.
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ANNEX: COLLECTED ARTICLES BY SOURCE

Source: NK News

« Kim Jong Un unveils new battle tanks, oversees ‘war preparation’ drills (2026-03-19
22:54)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un oversaw a combined infantry and tank drill on Thursday,
using the occasion to inspect an “incomparably superior” new main battle tank and carry out
enemy drone attack simulations as part of “war preparations.” Accompanied by senior DPRK
defense officials, Kim visited the Capital Defense Corps’ Pyongyang Training Base No. [-*]

* British crypto expert wanted by US gives speech on Al at pro-North Korea event
(2026-03-19 10:08)

A British cryptocurrency entrepreneur wanted by the FBI for allegedly conspiring to breach
North Korea sanctions gave a speech at a pro-DPRK event in Moscow, raising questions about
his support for Pyongyang. Christopher Emms spoke about the use of modern technologies like
artificial intelligence (AI) for “preserving sovereignty” at a conference organized by the DPRK

* New tribunal could prosecute North Korean officials over Ukraine war: Experts
(2026-03-19 09:53)

The North Korean leader’ s sister Kim Yo Jong and other top officials could face prosecution
under a special tribunal set to be established on aggression against Ukraine, human rights
experts said Thursday, calling attention to Pyongyang’ s support for Russia’ s invasion. The
experts made the assessment at a conference in Seoul on Thursday promoting South Korea’ s

« What to make of Seoul’ s claims about an undeclared North Korean nuclear site
(2026-03-19 07:39)

The South Korean unification minister’ s comments about North Korean nuclear enrichment in
the northwest city of Kusong have faced growing scrutiny in recent days, after he appeared to
offer the first official confirmation of ongoing enrichment at a third location. But NK News
analysis suggests that there is not yet enough public evidence to definitively [---]

* US, ROK wrap up spring military exercise that drew North Korea’ s scorn (2026-03-19
05:56)

The U.S. and South Korea concluded their annual springtime Freedom Shield drills on Thursday,
capping 11 days of large-scale joint exercises that drew North Korea’ s scorn and multiple
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weapons tests. In a joint release, the allies said the exercise “incorporated lessons learned
from recent conflicts into training scenarios to enhance realism,” adding it focused largely [--]

« ‘Confident’ North Korea bolstering military threats with allies’ support: US
(2026-03-19 05:40)

North Korea has leveraged its deepening military partnership with Russia and renewed
diplomacy with China to bolster its economy and military, while continuing to expand its
nuclear and missile arsenal with weapons capable of reaching the U.S. homeland, according to
a new U.S. intelligence report. The 2026 Annual Threat Assessment released by the Office of [---]

« ‘Go and lay a flower’ : Chinese netizens react to travel resuming in North Korea
(2026-03-19 03:57)

Chinese social media has been abuzz with discussion about the prospects for travel to North
Korea following the resumption of cross-border passenger train service, with users variously
expressing interest in visiting and skepticism about the actual prospects for reopening. On
Douyin, China’ s version of TikTok, users appeared indifferent and cautious after China Railway
resumed service [*:*]

* North Korean trade with China dips in first two months of 2026 (2026-03-18 09:36)

North Korea-China trade got off to a sluggish start in the new year, with total turnover in the
first two months dropping significantly from the multiyear high in December. China’ s General
Administration of Customs (GAC) released new trade data on Wednesday, reporting that the
DPRK’ s commercial exchanges dipped to $240.5 million in January and $178.2 [+*]

« US troops hold air defense drills on countering North Korean threats (2026-03-18 08:17)

U.S. troops held air defense drills at a key air base outside Seoul as part of the large-scale
Freedom Shield exercise, amid questions about how the possible redeployment of American
missile defense assets could impact the military’ s ability to counter North Korea. The March
11 air defense drill involved the Patriot missile system and Avenger [---]

* Russian businessman urges staff to learn discipline from North Korean workers
(2026-03-18 08:03)

A video has emerged of a Russian businessman berating low-performing employees and urging
them to learn discipline from North Korean colleagues, highlighting the risk of labor tensions
over the growing number of DPRK workers in the country. In the video first reported by the
Russian outlet Ostorozhno, Novosti, Alexander Rudakov, the founder of the Lipetsk-based [---]

* North Korean hackers linked to theft from crypto gift card service (2026-03-18 07:14)

North Korean cybercriminals stole virtual funds from a cryptocurrency gift card service and
accessed over 18,000 customer purchase records, the Sweden-based company announced on
Tuesday. In a statement posted on social media, Bitrefill said attackers breached its systems on
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March 1 and “exploited” its gift card stock and supply chain to steal cryptocurrency. It did [--+]

* North Korea likely earned $14.4B from military deals with Russia: Report (2026-03-17
10:09)

North Korea has earned as much as $14.4 billion from military support to Russia over a
two-year span, according to a new estimate by an ROK think tank. In a report published
Monday, the Seoul-based Institute for National Security Strategy (INSS) estimated North
Korea’ s total revenue from military ties with Russia at between $7.7 billion [++-]

* Lawmakers urge Seoul to stop China from repatriating North Korean detainee (2026-03-17
09:32)

South Korean lawmakers called for the government to take action on Tuesday to prevent the
forced repatriation of a North Korean defector’ s mother, who has been detained in China for
over a year. The appeal came after the defector Kim Geum-sung, 21, reportedly sent a letter to
Foreign Minister Cho Hyun on Monday requesting information [---]

* Kim Jong Un sets April opening for Ukraine war cemetery and museum (2026-03-17 07:27)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un on Monday inspected construction of a cemetery and
museum that honors soldiers he sent to join Russia’ s war against Ukraine, according to state
media. Kim set “the first anniversary of the liberation of Kursk” as the inauguration date for
the “Memorial Museum of Combat Feats at the Overseas Military [-++]

« Peter Ward: Inside North Korea’ s expanding crackdown on ‘unsocialist’ behavior
(2026-03-17 05:48)

This week, NK News Data Correspondent Anton Sokolin opens the episode with a roundup of
recent developments on the Korean Peninsula, including the resumption of China-North Korea
passenger rail service and plans to restart flights. He also touches on the DPRK’ s weekend test
of multiple launch rocket systems, as well as how Russian media is [--*]

* Chinese travel agencies promoting North Korea group tours from May (2026-03-17 04:07)

Chinese travel agencies are advertising group tours to North Korea starting in late May, though
DPRK authorities have yet to officially confirm a reopening for tourists after a six-year
suspension. Travel itineraries circulating online show multiple agencies promoting eight-day
tours departing from Beijing, with travelers expected to enter North Korea by train. The
proposed trips [***]

* North Korea’ s parliament to convene on short notice to revise constitution (2026-03-17
03:24)

North Korea will hold an urgent Supreme People’ s Assembly (SPA) session on Sunday to
discuss constitutional revisions, according to an announcement in state media on Tuesday,
marking an unusually short notice for the event. The Korean Central News Agency (KCNA)
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reported the First Session of the 15th SPA — North Korea’ s rubber-stamp parliament — will

« Ask a North Korean: What do you make of the rise of Kim Jong Un’ s daughter?
(2026-03-16 09:53)

“Ask a North Korean” is an NK News series featuring interviews with and columns by North
Korean defectors, most of whom left the DPRK within the last few years. Readers may submit
their questions for defectors by emailing ask@nknews.org and including their first name and
city of residence. Today’ s question asks about the increasing prominence [-+]

* Trump says he could meet Kim Jong Un as early as this month: ROK prime minister
(2026-03-16 07:44)

U.S. President Donald Trump has expressed interest in meeting North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un during or after his planned trip to China later this month, according to South Korea’ s prime
minister. Speaking to South Korean reporters at the Korean Cultural Center in Washington on
March 13, Prime Minister Kim Min-seok said Trump made the [-*:]

* North Korea’ s former inter-Korean negotiator resurfaces as minor party chief
(2026-03-16 07:43)

North Korea’ s former point man on inter-Korean affairs now appears to be serving as the
head of a ceremonial minor party, hinting at a shift in these unification-focused parties
following Pyongyang’ s renunciation of inter-Korean ties. In a report about Sunday’ s
parliamentary election, the ruling party-run newspaper on Monday identified Ri Son Gwon as
the current [*-+]

* Kim Jong Un votes at a coal mine in election for rubber-stamp parliament (2026-03-16
07:26)

Kim Jong Un voted in the election for North Korea’ s rubber-stamp parliament on Sunday,
according to state media, casting his ballot at a coal mine in a move that underscored the
importance of the sector for his economic development goals. The state-run Korean Central
News Agency reported that the DPRK leader voted at the Chonsong [---]

* DPRK says it fired 12 nuclear-capable rockets, figure at odds with ROK analysis
(2026-03-14 22:54)

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and his daughter oversaw a live-fire drill by a nuclear-capable
600mm multiple rocket launcher (MLRS) on Saturday, launching a salvo of 12 rockets and
reaching 100% accuracy, according to state media. The DPRK party daily Rodong Sinmun
reported the following day that 12 MLRS units forming two batteries struck [-*-]

* North Korea conducts missile test, third in March (2026-03-14 04:53)
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This is a developing story. Please check back for updates North Korea has launched a suspected
ballistic missile Saturday in its third test launch so far this month, according to the Japanese and
South Korean militaries. The Japanese Defense Ministry announced the launch at 1:30 p.m. KST
and said the missile appeared to have hit [---]

* Air China set to revive Beijing-Pyongyang route for first time since 2020 (2026-03-14 02:42)

China’ s national carrier Air China is set to resume flights from Beijing to Pyongyang in March
for the first time after a six-year hiatus following the resumption of a regular passenger rail
service between the countries this week. Currently, Air China’ s website offers tickets to
Pyongyang starting March 30, and on subsequent Mondays, with the [---]

* Russia shares technical standards with North Korea, a boon for cooperation (2026-03-13
08:55)

North Korea has acquired access to a Russian database of international technical standards that
covers everything from programming languages, railway systems and cement to Vietnamese
noodles, a potential boon for economic and military cooperation between the two sides. The
development came after a technical delegation from the DPRK’ s Standardization Committee
visited Russia in early February. [---]

* How small changes in North Korea’ s upcoming election could signal bigger moves
(2026-03-13 07:27)

North Korea’ s constitution requires the country to hold a Supreme People’ s Assembly (SPA)
election every five years, and the next one is just around the corner. The election scheduled for
March 15 was initially expected to be held in 2024, five years after the 2019 election. But the
ballot was pushed back to 2026, apparently [---]

* US blacklists 2 companies, 6 individuals over North Korean IT worker schemes (2026-03-13
06:07)

The U.S. has sanctioned a North Korean technology company, a Vietnam-based firm and six
individuals over their roles in IT worker schemes to raise money for Pyongyang’ s nuclear
weapons program. Thursday’ s action by the Treasury Department’ s Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) marks the latest step in its drive to disrupt networks that place North [---]

Source: NK Pro
* North Korea touts new homes for Ukraine war widows and 99% election turnout
(2026-03-20 04:41)

North Korea heralded state efforts to honor its soldiers killed while fighting Ukraine and care for
their bereaved families this week, publishing near-daily reports on widows moving into new
apartments and finishing touches on a war memorial. The coverage ran alongside extensive
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reporting on the Supreme People’ s Assembly (SPA) elections held on Sunday, which state [-+]
The post North Korea touts new homes for Ukraine war widows and 99% election turnout
appeared first on NK PRO.

*Who' sin, who’ s out: More North Korean reshuffles suggest changes afoot (2026-03-19
06:37)

North Korea’ s recent Ninth Party Congress revealed reshuffles of military and regional party
bodies that, upon closer examination, suggest broader changes are in the works for the years
ahead. Pyongyang approved the new slate of Central Committee officials during the congress in
February, where leader Kim Jong Un laid out the country’ s overall agenda and [---] The post
Who' sin, who' s out: More North Korean reshuffles suggest changes afoot appeared first on
NK PRO.

« What we can learn from the results of North Korea’ s parliamentary election (2026-03-18
09:16)

Nearly three quarters of the delegates newly elected to North Korea’ s rubber-stamp
parliament this week did not serve in the previous assembly, analysis shows, marking the
highest-ever turnover rate. State media announced the full list of elected deputies from the
15th Supreme People’ s Assembly (SPA) on Tuesday, following the country’ s first
parliamentary election in seven [---] The post What we can learn from the results of North
Korea’ s parliamentary election appeared first on NK PRO.

* What a return of mass Chinese tourism to North Korea could look like (2026-03-18 08:34)

A series of signals since last week suggest that Chinese tourism to North Korea may be closer to
resuming than at any point since the pandemic. A passenger train from Dandong crossed the
Sino-Korean Friendship Bridge on March 12 for the first time in six years. Days later, Air China
confirmed it will resume its [--] The post What a return of mass Chinese tourism to North Korea
could look like appeared first on NK PRO.

« How Al-powered ‘vibe coding’ threatens North Korea’ s illicit IT worker schemes
(2026-03-16 03:42)

North Korean networks of information technology (IT) workers have emerged as one of the
regime’ s most lucrative revenue streams in recent years, generating sums estimated in the
hundreds of millions through remote work for foreign companies. Now, however, the global
adoption of Al for programming threatens to replace that workforce and decimate a huge
source [---] The post How Al-powered ‘vibe coding’ threatens North Korea’ s illicit IT worker
schemes appeared first on NK PRO.

* What the Iran war reveals about the dangers facing Kim Jong Un (2026-03-13 07:23)

U.S. and Israeli forces’ decimation of Iran’ s senior military command, most notably by killing
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, has shown that surgically eliminating a state’ s leadership in
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the early hours of a conflict is no longer a theoretical capability. This is the most uncomfortable
lesson from the Iran war for North Korean military planners, who [---] The post What the Iran
war reveals about the dangers facing Kim Jong Un appeared first on NK PRO.

* North Korea hypes upcoming election as the ‘most democratic’ in the world
(2026-03-13 04:20)

State media hyped North Korea’ s upcoming parliamentary elections as a demonstration of

“the most popular and democratic electoral system” in the world, even as it sought to
reframe the lack of actual competition as a virtue rather than a flaw. Coverage of the Supreme
People’ s Assembly (SPA) elections set for Sunday urged citizens to vote [---] The post North
Korea hypes upcoming election as the ‘most democratic’ in the world appeared first on NK
PRO.
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